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Over the past two 
years, Mary Bacon 
and Ryan Gormley 
have authored the 
monthly “Nevada Trailblazers” column in 
Nevada Lawyer magazine, highlighting 
attorneys who blaze a trail across the 
legal landscape of our state while 
making significant contributions to their 
communities along the way. It’s a time-
intensive endeavor—one that many have 
appreciated, including a co-author of this 
article who was featured in March 2022. 
While this dynamic duo is known for their 
expert storytelling, we thought readers 
may be interested to learn a little more 
about Bacon and Gormley. 

When we surprised them with the news that it was their turn to 
be featured in the column, both were reluctant, to say the least. But 
we eventually persuaded them to switch roles from interviewers to 
interviewees. 

As for how the “Nevada Trailblazers” column came to fruition, 
they explained it was the result of a collaboration between them 
and former co-author Marisa Rodriguez created in furtherance of 
a Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) initiative for the State Bar 
of Nevada. After pitching the article idea to the Nevada Lawyer 

Editorial Board, they were off 
and running. It started with one 
article and became a staple due to 
popular demand. 

“We thought it would 
be a fun and worthwhile endeavor to try to bring attention to 
stories and people that could serve as an inspiration for others 
both personally and professionally and motivate community 
involvement,” Bacon said. 

Bacon, a litigator focused on business and construction 
litigation, is no stranger to DEI initiatives and community 
engagement. Having graduated high school in Las Vegas, Bacon 
returned home to practice law after obtaining her bachelor’s degree 
from UCLA, her J.D. from USC Gould School of Law, and a LL.M. 
from George Washington University School of Law. 

Now a partner at Spencer Fane, Bacon serves on her firm’s 
national DEI Committee, where she helps spearhead internal 
firm efforts and presents internally at her firm and externally at 
conferences on DEI best practices. As for pro bono work, Bacon 
consistently contributes hundreds of hours annually. 

A graduate of Leadership Las Vegas, Bacon is active in 
several community organizations, including serving on the board 
of directors for the Children’s Advocacy Alliance, a nonprofit 
committed to lobbying for children’s rights. Bacon also is a 
dedicated mentor to several younger women through various 
community organizations and has contributed many hours to 
ambitious legislative endeavors to promote equality in the criminal 
justice system and children’s issues. 

These efforts have not gone unnoticed. To name a few of 
Bacon’s many honors, in 2019, the Legal Aid Center of Southern 
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Nevada named her Pro Bono Attorney of the 
Year. In 2021, she received the Silver Staircase 
Award from the William S. Boyd School of Law’s 
Public Interest Law Association and the Rising 
Star Award from the Southern Nevada Chapter 
of the National Association of Women Business 
Owners. Most recently, in 2022, she received the 
President’s Award from the Las Vegas Chapter 
of the National Bar Association. Bacon also has 
received broad recognition for her legal work, 
including from Vegas Inc., which named her a 
Top Lawyer in Business Litigation in 2021; Best 
Lawyers; Super Lawyers; and others. 

When asked to reflect on his co-author, 
Gormley said that “to the extent that there 
is any credit to give, it should go to Mary. 
Without her commitment, these articles would 
not have come together. In this, as in all of her 
community efforts, she is a remarkably selfless 
and tireless advocate for others. Her effort is 
really second to none.” 

Assemblyman and Professor David 
Orentlicher, who has worked closely with Bacon 
on legislative and community efforts, seconded 
Gormley’s remarks. 

“I first met Mary when she reached out 
to see if I might sponsor legislation to reduce 
racial disparities in criminal charging decisions, 
and she provided invaluable guidance during 
the drafting of the bill and its presentation in 
committee,” Orentlicher said. “As I got to know 
Mary, I found her work with me was just the 
tip of the iceberg. The breadth and depth of 
her commitment to the public good are truly 
inspiring. She’s an outstanding role model for 
how lawyers can use their expertise to ensure 
justice for all.” 

Gormley is a Las Vegas native. He attended 
Penn State University on a tennis scholarship 
and returned home to study at the William 
S. Boyd School of Law at UNLV. Following 
law school, he clerked for Chief Justice Mark 
Gibbons of the Nevada Supreme Court. Now a 
partner at Weinberg, Wheeler, Hudgins, Gunn & 
Dial (WWHGD), Gormley’s practice is focused 
on civil trial and appellate work. He serves on 
the firm’s Pro Bono Committee and regularly 
contributes pro bono hours.

“Ryan is a highly valued asset to our firm 
and to our clients,” said Howard Russell, the 
managing partner at WWHGD’s Las Vegas office. 
“He brings not only a keen analytical approach to 
litigation, but even more, a clear desire to continue 
to learn and grow. He has greatly enhanced our 
appellate practice, has been an ambassador for 
the firm among the legal community, and has 
developed into an impressive and successful trial 
advocate early in his career.”

In the community, Gormley serves on 
the advisory board for the Inspiring Children 

Foundation and on the board of directors for the 
U.S. Tennis Association, District of Nevada. Within 
these organizations, he has received recognition 
as volunteer of the year for his efforts, including 
assisting with fundraising events, providing 
free coaching to aspiring college tennis players, 
mentoring, and creating websites, among other 
varied activities. He, too, has received recognition 
for his legal work, including from Best Lawyers, 
Super Lawyers, and others. 

“Ryan has been great to work with on 
this project,” Bacon said. “And although you 
probably won’t hear about it from him, he is a 
real advocate for the community through his 
actions. For instance, he spends numerous hours 
working behind the scenes on various endeavors 
that he never takes any credit for, including 
on projects as diverse as legislative efforts to 
encourage leading local businesses to implement 
scholarship programs.”

When asked about their future plans for the 
column, Bacon and Gormley explained that they 
are evaluating different ideas for 2023, including 
mixing in different formats and featuring different 
types of accomplishments. They wanted to note 
as well that they appreciate all the feedback and 
suggestions that they receive but hope no one holds 
it against them if a particular idea does not get 
implemented. 

As for the closing paragraph highlighting  
an interesting hobby or surprising 
fact, Bacon said that she first entered 
the legal field when she was 14 years 
old, when she became a certified 
paralegal and started working as a 
paralegal part-time at the age of 15. 
Gormley said that lately, if you don’t 
find him in the office at night writing 
a brief, you can probably find him on 
the pickleball courts at Sunset Park, 
trying not to lose to someone twice 
his age.

These two dedicated 
individuals make their community 
contributions without seeking 
recognition, preferring to help 
others while flying under the radar. 
We look forward to future articles 
and hope that this column will 
inspire other Nevada attorneys 
and future Trailblazers to dedicate 
more of their free time to benefit 
the community at large, particularly 
those most in need. This is what 
makes our legal community such 
a wonderful place, a mutual 
admiration and respect for each 
other, not just as professionals but 
also as human beings, regardless of 
which side of the table we stand.

Augusta Massey and Mary Bacon.  
Massey is the immediate past 
president of the Las Vegas Chapter  
of the National Bar Association.

Justice Mark Gibbons, left, swore in Ryan 
Gormley to the Nevada bar in 2014.
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